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But where is
the majesty?

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)
As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that

the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully func-
tional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools
from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice

Numerous schools are currently in the building
process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.

Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or audi-
torium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”

With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those features that many others take for granted.
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and state-
of-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a build-
ing that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”

Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 stu-
dents-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
1,341 at the elementary school, and 355 at the
Sciotoville school.  “Potential for growth was very 
important to us,” commented Broughton.

Future students will not be able to evade the
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
history. Columns and urns from Grant Middle
School, for example, have been removed, and will
be installed into one of the new schools.

The building of the new school has helped the
economy by providing work to a number of locals.
“The majority of our workers are originally from
the area, and many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”

Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.
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Photos From Our September Picnic Reunion
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What We Did...
Friday Night we watched the Trojans play 
outstanding football, then off to the Brewery 
for the rest of the evening. On Saturday... 
a great 4TH ANNUAL PICNIC.
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More Picnic Photos
Thanks to Gene and all those who 
helped make this event worth 
traveling a thousand miles or more.
If you have more photos or stories 
you would like to see published, 
please send to me at the address on 
the masthead.
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Note From John Stetzinger
 Wish I could have been to the picnic, but 
I am very busy right now.  I am secretary of 
the county Republican Party and we have a 
special election coming up for state senate 
as well as a county fair where we will have a 
booth.  
 I am also secretary and communications 
director for the South Baldwin County 
Republican Club and the communications 
person for the Baldwin County Republican 
Coffee Club.    On the side I help with 
publicity for the South Baldwin Republican 
Women, where I am an associate member.  
I sometime feel like I am the only one who 
knows how to use a computer, but it keeps 
me off  the streets.
 I visited Tracy (my daughter) in Ft 
Collins, Colorado in May and then the 
whole family in August in Orlando to 
celebrate her and my grandson’s birthday.  
Will be going back there in November for 
Thanksgiving and then to Nassau in 
December followed by Christmas in 
Orlando. I’m very busy right now.

Note From Dick Hansgen
 Yep, I made it. The first night in 
Shanghai at the Green Tea Inn. We just 
drove through the town coming from the 
airport: immense, modern and wealthy (at 
least the "downtown" area), an amazing city 
with scores of skyscrapers. Couldn't sleep a 
wink that first night, got  up at 6.00, took a 
walk, and found myself lost among the 
street  merchants . . .
 For two weeks we have been caught up in 
a fairly intensive orientation in Yangzhou, a 
large and quite lovely city with many wide 
sycamore-lined boulevards and a patch-
work of pretty canals. Next week we move 
on to Nanjing for four days of final 
orientation and then will be shipped off to 
our various assignments. Mine is at Nanjing 
University of Information Science and 
Technology.  (Sounds  foreboding.) 
 All I do is cross the huge bridge (a 
double-decker with a 4500 m-long road on 
top and the direct train line to Beijing 
below) that spans the Yangzi River. The 
River separates "North" China from 
"South" China, so I am in North China by 
4.5 kilometers! They tell   me it is a one-
hour bus trip into downtown Nanjing. I am 
a bit disappointed that I am not more 
"downtown," but have no fear, I'm sure I 
will get into town often.  Do not know my 
courses or schedule, yet.

Thomas D. Dressler
 Thomas D. Dressler, 71, of Portsmouth, 
passed away Saturday morning Sept. 1, 
2007, in Tucson, Ariz. He was born Feb. 7, 
1936, in Portsmouth, to Walter and 
Elizabeth Dressler, and preceded in death 
by two wives, Janet Ketter Dressler, in April 
2002, and Sue Potts Dressler, in February 
2007. Surviving are his sons, Douglas A. 
Dressler and wife Wilma, of  Upper Eagle
Creek, Ariz., and Mitchell C. Dressler and 
wife Sherri, and their sons Ryan
and Derek. of  Bradenton, Fla.
 Tom was a retired engineer from The 
Norfolk Southern Railroad; a faithful and 
dedicated member of the Cornerstone 
United Methodist Church and its choir. 
Tom is a graduate of the PHS Class of 
1954, and a lifelong modeler and historian 
of the Norfolk and Western Railway. He 
was also a 32nd Degree Mason, and a 
member of  the El Hasa Shrine.
 Tom's entire life revolved around helping 
family and friends no matter what the need 
or occasion. He will be sorely missed by all 
of  us.
 Funeral services were held 10 a.m. 
Monday, Sept. 10, 2007, at the F.C. Daehler 
Mortuary Co. in Portsmouth, with the Rev. 
Clark Hess and the Rev. Kym James 
officiating. Interment was in Memorial 
Burial Park in Wheelersburg.

Note From 
Peter Harries Jones
 Here is a  recent photo (December 2004) 
that appears on the York University 
Department of Anthropology website, as 
requested.
 Though officially retired, I  am still 
engaged in supervising one or two Ph.D. 
theses. All the best,  Peter.

City of and Army Corps of 
Engineers at Odds
 The Ohio River widening project at 
Portsmouth is causing a riff principally 
because the widening of the river will 
necessitate moving the floodwall back to 
rhe vicinity of 2nd street and the 
subsequent abandonment of Front Street.             
That cost must be borne by the city and the
projected costs may exceed 1.5 million 
dollars.
    A ;spokesman for the Corp of Engineers 
point out that the widened river will allow 
the port to be used by large river boats and 
will once again establish Portsmouth as a 
river shipping center.
    The project is planned to cut inland just 
West of the US Grant bridge for 250 ft and 
extend all the way to the present Alexander 
Park. The Corp of Engineers plans to 
construct six, modern four story 
warehouses on the site of the present boat 
landing. This will allow as many as twelve 
barges to be loaded and off loaded at the 
same time.
    The city has been given one month to 
respond.
 Not really. I just wanted ti get your 
attention to say that the newsletter is back. 
I retired last month thereby losing my fancy 
software at the St Pete Times so I needed 
to find the right computer and software to 
be able to continue the letter. Just bought a 
new mac but software not the best. 
Hopefully there will be few glitches. Like all 
retirees it really feels strange not to go to 
work every day. But I do have a neat 
garden.   Frank

Note From John Cook
 I have surgery scheduled for early 
October to replace a valve in my heart and 
have moved in with my daughter.
 My hew mailing address is 
John R Cook Sr.
14607 N. Belair Dr. SW
Cumberland MD 21502 

Will Portsmouth Get Back 
Into The Steel Business?
By JEFF BARRON
PDT Staff  Writer
    Governor Strickland said officials were 
asking questions like how much weight can 
be loaded onto a barge.
    “I think we've done everything we could 
possibly do to show  them the merits of 
Scioto County,” Strickland said. But he said 
he could not reveal any specific details of 
the proposal, because some details have not 
yet been worked out.
 Magnitogorsk Iron and Steel Works 
Chairman Viktor Rashnikov said his 
company may decide by year's end whether 
or not to build a steel plant in Haverhill. 
Rashnikov, Gov. Ted Strickland and Lt. 
Gov. Lee Fisher on Monday visited the 
potential site of the plant, then had a press 
conference at Shawnee State University.
    “I am very hopeful,” Strickland said of 
MMK's choosing Scioto County. “Not 
overly confident, but I am very hopeful. I 
think that they were very pleased with the 
site once they saw it today.”
 Rashnikov said Scioto County is 
competing with a site in Quebec, Canada, 
for the plant that would make steel for the 
automotive industry.
    “We will produce a new kind of product 
- steel grates,” he said through an 
interpreter. “The product is in demand but 
it is not produced here. The steel grates 
make for lighter, safer cars.”
    Rashnikov said the potential plant first 
would employ about 500 people and would 
invest more than $1 billion into the plant.

Trial Attorney and Trailblazer
BY MICHAEL BRAD WELL, Business editor

 When Mary Drake Korsmeyer retires as 
a partner with Peacock Keller & EckerLLP  
on  Sept.  1, she will leave the practice with 
a number of firsts as a female attorney on 
the local law
    Korsmeyer,  69, who has practiced law in 
Washington County since 1981, was among 
the first female attorneys to be named a 
partner at her firm; was the first  female  
president  of the Washington County Bar 
Association; and was the  first female 
attorney to be named standing master in 
divorce and child custody conferences. Her  
journey to the courtroom as a trial attorney 
in her mid-40s is also a lesson in American 
social history. She is a local example of that 
group of trailblazing women who, in the 
early 1970s, began to obtain advanced 
degrees and enter the workplace as  
professionals  in serious  numbers  and  
ignite  a  long-term trend of redefining jobs 
of  all kinds.
    Her  entrance  as  a  full-time  law   school 
student at the University of Pittsburgh in 
1974 would be the second time she was 
accepted to study law.
 Sitting   in   a   conference   room   at  
Peacock  Keller,  Korsmeyer is matter-of-
fact  about  her  work and 
accomplishments, and longtime friends 
from  the  legal  profession  (who know  her 
as “Mary Gail”) describe her as perpetually 
cool, calm and well-prepared for whatever 
case she is trying.
 When  she  graduated from Cornell in 
1959, she was accepted to Harvard Law 
School  but  didn’t  have  the money to 
attend. Instead, she was hired as a securities 
analyst at Irving Trust Co. in New York 
City. Despite her degree and  top grades 
from an Ivy League School, Korsmeyer 
said, qualified women were  not treated as 
equals with male co-workers. My (male) 
classmates were paid twice as much” for the 
same work, she said.
 In 1960, she married Jerry Korsmeyer, 
nuclear physicist who worked for Bettis  
Atomic  Power Lab in Pittsburgh. It would 

be more than a decade and three children 
later before Korsmeyer would be able to go 
to law  school. The couple settled in the 
Whitehall section of the South Hills and in 
1972 moved to  Peters  Township. 
Korsmeyer took a part-time job teaching 
sewing classes at the former Joseph Horne 
Department Store in South Hills Village.
 “For  many  years, going to law school 
was something I thought would never 
happen,”  she said, adding that in the early 
1970s, she began to notice the local 
workings of the women’s liberation 
movement.
 “By  the  time  I was 30, some of my 
friends were getting master’s degrees and 
retraining to teach, and I saw  how happy 
this made them,” she said. She waited until 
her youngest son was in grade school before 
she entered Pitt’s law  school at the age of 
37. Her husband halted his studies for a 
doctorate in  theology  for  three  years  to  
be able to spend more time with their 
children and give his wife the ability to 
study full time.
 “I couldn’t have done it without him,” 
Korsmeyer said. After graduating in 1978 
and  passing the bar exam, “I spent a year 
chewing over a job I could handle with 
three children still at home,” she said. In 
1979, she was hired by  Judge  John  DiSalle,  
who  was serving on the commonwealth’s 
appellate court.
 “It was a wonderful experience,” 
Korsmeyer said. When DiSalle’s term ended 
in 1980,  Korsmeyer  began working part 
time at Peacock Keller. On July 1, 1981,  she  
began  practicing full time with the firm, but 
a year later was appointed  by then-Judge 
Thomas Gladden as the first female 
standing master in  divorce  court  and  an  
officer in child custody proceedings. 
especially for a mother of  three.
  A  year later, Peacock Keller told 
Korsmeyer it needed her back full time. 
Over  the years, she built her practice in the 
areas of hospital and health law, civil  
litigation  and business law. She also served 
as a mediator in the county’s civil litigation 
mediation program, which prepares cases 
that are headed  to  court  but attempts to 

remove numerous issues a jury would have 
to deal with to make an award. Her  
reputation for having an unruffled 
courtroom demeanor was earned with her 
first case.
    Korsmeyer  was  assisting  her  boss, 
Charles Keller, with a case defending 
Washington  Hospital  in a slip-and-fall case. 
One day, at mid-morning, the firm received 
an unexpected call from Judge Sam 
Rodgers, who wanted to hear the  case  at 
1:30 p.m. Keller was in Cleveland on 
business. “Judge Rodgers was  one  of  
those  judges  who  did  not like to give you 
a lot of time,” Korsmeyer  said. “He was 
also a no-nonsense judge; if he said, ‘Get up 
here to court,’ that’s what you did.”
    Korsmeyer  said she was familiar with the 
case, but had never tried a case on  her  
own.  “I  was scared to death, and I had lots 
of butterflies,” she said, adding  that  she 
also had numerous photos of the accident 
site that showed  that  while  there  were  
some  icy  patches  on  the sidewalk, the 
plaintiff  could  have avoided the accident. 
The jury agreed, and Korsmeyer won her 
first case.
 “It  wasn’t a long case, but it was a 
seminal one for me,” Korsmeyer said. “I  
was  able  to problems isn’t always easy, she 
added. “You  need to be really honest with 
your clients about whether the law  offers 
them what they’re  looking  for,” she said. 
“The secret of figuring out  whether  you 
can help them  requires a lot of study of 
really old pieces of paper. I look at it as a 
treasure hunt.”
 Korsmeyer  became  a  partner at 
Peacock   in 1987 and became the bar
association’s first female president in 1992.
Her plans for retirement include spending 
time with her grandchildren, pursuing an  
interest  in  photography and creating some 
new designs with fabric for  sewing  
projects. Looking back on her 25 years as an 
attorney, Korsmeyer  said she always knew 
she wanted to be a trial lawyer. “It’s hard to  
duplicate  the  satisfaction  of  winning  a  
jury trial,” she said. “I haven’t won all of 
them; nobody does. It’s been hard work, but 
I’ve enjoyed it.”
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